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PREFACE. 



The Author of the following Letters is a decided 
friend to the free and unfettered discussion of theolo« 
gical subjects ; being persuaded that such discussion, 
if prosecuted in a christian temper, will tend ulti- 
mate! j to the refutation of error and the establishment 
of truth. 

There are two evils into which controversialists are 
in danger of being betrayed. The first is, undue 
* deference to established systems and great names. The 
grand subject of enquiry frequently is not so much 
^ What is truth/' as how such opinions accord with 
a certain system, which has been revered for ages, and 
which has received the sanction of multitudes famed 
for learning and science ? Implicit deference to the 
supposed wisdom of ancestors, and the perfection of 
human religious institutions, perpetuated the reign of 
Popery for many centuries. Nor was it till Luther 
and his coadjutors in the work of reformation ceased 

^ to know any '^ man after the flesh," and to make their 
appeal from human authorities to the ^' law and the 

• testimony," that the manacles of superstition were 
broken — ^the anathemas of papal Rome despised — and 

» the common people raised to the high honour of an 
acquaintance with those ^^ scriptures which are able 
to make men wise unto salvation through faith which 
is in Christ Jesus." To correct misrepresentations, 

^ and to establish truths regardless of human authori« 
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IV PREFACE. 

ties, and not to support any human system, is the ob- 
ject of these Letters. 

A second evil into which controversialists are apt to 
fall is, that of pouring contempt on their opponents. 
But let it be remembered contempt is not argument. 
Ridicule is not the test of truth. We ought to make- 
a distinction between a man*8 heart and his argu- 
ments. The former may be good, and the latter bad. 
Many charitable allowances ought also to be made for 
the influence of education, studies, connexions, situ-, 
ation, interest, &c. In the following Pages, the Au- 
thor is of opinion that he has detected distorted state* 
ments, inconclusive reasoning, untenable positions, 
and false theology ; yet he hopes he has not departed 
from that courtesy to which a gentleman of such high 
respectability as Mr. Archdeacon Nares is unquestion- 
ably entitled. 

The whole is now submitted to the candid investiga- 
tion and decision of a discerning public^ by the 
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REFMRSirD $IRy 

It will probably surprise jou to receive a series 
of Letters firom one who to jou is utterly unknown, 
and who would not have presumed to address a gen* 
tlenian of your respectability and rank in the estab- 
Ushed church, but firom a conviction that your late 
Charge^ On the Influence of Sectaries ^ and the Stability 
mfthe Churchj contains several objectionable positions, 
which, as fitr as they are received, are likely to have 
an unfriendly influence on the interests of Christianity. 
The custom of delivering charges to the inferior clergy 
18 certainly very laudable ; and were these employed 
in urging scriptural piety, in exciting attention to 
theological studies, and in promoting the zealous per« 
formance of clerical duties, the advantages resulting^ 
from them might be incalculable. Ministers would 
^ return io their several flocks with a double portion of 
the ^irit of their office ; and would call forth all their 
powers into exercise, and labour for the salvation of 
their people as those who must give an account. Such 
charges would give an impetus to the piety of the 
church of England, and would eminently tend to the 
revival and general prevalence of primitive Christi* 
anity both among her clergy and laity. 

But when these objects are lost sight of, and others 
of a very diffident complexion introduced: when a 
venerable dignitary fills up bis hour in panegyrising 
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his own communitj, and censuring^ others — in dis- 
turbing the ashes of the dead, who eminently served 
their generation — in misrepresenting their character, 
and giving distorted statements of their doctrines and 
the effects of their ministry — in arrogantly assuming^ 
that the church df England is the only true church, 
and that all who dissent from her cut themselves off 
from the body of Christ ; then, instead of operating to 
the increase of piety and Christian zeal, their natural 
tendency is to inflate with ideas of exclusive Chris- 
tianity, to destroy Christian charity, and to produce 
contempt of the whole body of Dissenters. Such 
charges but ill accord with the benevolent temper of 
the present age — an age in which we behold with 
^ pleasure Episcopalians and Presbyterians, Methodists 
and Independents, Baptists and Quakers, laying aside 
their peculiar shibboleths, and combining their various 
influence and talents in giving universal circulation to 
the word of eternal life. 

It is much to be lamented that any one, and especi- 
ally that a minister of eminente in any Christian com- 
'^ munity, should attempt to disturb this harmony. This, 
however, has frequently been done by two classes of 
ministers of very opfTosite characters. The first appear 
to be influenced in their opposition to dissenters solely 
from a concern for their spiritual interests. They con- 
sider them as having wandered from the fold of Christ, 
and as being in great danger of losing their souls ; and 
therefore they affectionately strive to reclaim them. 
Opposition from such men, dissenters regard' with 
much affection. They know they love them, and mean 
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nothing but their good ; and though their arguments 
maj fail in producing conviction, their temper is sure 
to gain their hearts, and to produce regret that they 
are under the necessity of opposing the sentiments of 
men possessing so much e^ccellence, and with whom 
they hope to dwell forever in that state where we shall 
no longer see through a glass darkly, but face to face; 
no longer know but in part, but shall know even as we 
are known. The second class appear to be less soli- 
citous for the salvation of dissenters than for the secu-> 
rity and honour of the established church. Hence 
their language to dissenters is not the language of 
pity, but contempt. They are exhibited as weak and 
designing men: vollies of abuse are poured forth ; and 
they are stigmatized as fanatics and hypocrites, or, 
what, in their estimation, appears to include every 
other evil, Methodists. I am sorry. Sir, that in your 
opposition to dissenters you appear to me to bear a 
iar more striking resemblance to the latter than to the 
former of these classes. You will therefore excuse 
the liberty which I have taken in offering a few 
free remarks on several particulars contained in your 
Charge. 

- A friend of mine presented me with a copy of it, on 
a late visit to the city of Lichfield. Learning from 
the title page that you are not only an archdeacon, 
•but that you also are M. A. F. R. S. and F. A. S., I 
-entered upon its perusal with considerable expecta- 
tions. Indeed, Sir, I began to read with that profound 
veneration which I generally feel for intellectual b^ 
ings above the ordinary stature, among whom my 



4 £ETTER I. 

imaginatioii Iiad alread/ placed you* Perhaps I ez« 
pected too much. Disappointment met me in almost 
etreiy page. I however travelled through the record^ 
and in conclusion could not help suspecting that there 
is some mjsterjr in academical honours and clerical 
preierments. 

You begin your charge bj eulogizing the church of 
England, which you describe as being ^ the most pure 
and apostolical form of Christianity in the world ;** 
which church '' it has pleased God should always be 
surrounded with enemies ;'* but from which circum* 
stance you suppose it probable much good will result* 

That the church of England b the most apostolical 
form of Christianity^ is not by any means a new as'-^ 
sertion : but it should be remembered that a thousand 
assertions unaccompanied by evidence will never pro- 
duce rational conviction. They may, and no doubt 
will influence the belief of the multitude; but on the 
thoughtful and intelligent they produce a very diffe- 
rent effect : they excite suspicion that the thing cannot 
be supported by evidence, or betray a poverty of in- 
ibrmation in the assertor. 

To prove the church of England apostolical in her 
form, it is not enough to shew that there is some agree- 
ment between her doctrines and those of the apostles; 
for what sect cannot do this ? Say the church of Eng- 
land is, as you suppose her to be, Arminian in her 
doctrines : the Remonstrants formerly, and the Wes- 
leyan Methodists now are Arminians also. Say she is 
Wirhat Mr. Scott, the antagonist of Dr. Tomlyne, and 
thousands more believe her to be, Calvinistic : there 
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are handrecis of congregations in this country, on the 
continent, and in America, avowedly so. In order to 
prove the church of England .<< apostolical in her form," 
you must not only prove an agreement, in her doctrines f 
but also an agreement in her officers — an agreement in 
her forms of zDorship — and an agreement in her disci" 
pline. But you have not done this. No : you have 
not even attempted it. Were it fully admitted that 
she is apostolical in her doctrines, it would not neces- 
sarily follow that she is so in her officers also. Can 
you furnish us with a list of the arcA-bishops, arcA*dea* 
consy deansy prebendariesj proctors y rectorsj vicarsy and 
curates of the apostolical church, or produce a single 
evidence of any one of these orders having existed in 
the apostolical age? You know you cannot. And 
yet all these are officers in the church of England. 
Where then is the resemblance ? It is as perfect as 
the resemblance between Prince Henry and Falstaff^a 
men in buckram. 

But to constitute a church apostolical, <^ there should 
not only be a resem^blance in the names of office, but 
also in the character of her officers. ^^ My kingdom, 
(said the Redeemer) is not of this world." The seve« 
ral officers employed by earthly sovereigns may be 
good or bad men, without disqualifying them for office; 
but it is not so in the church of Christ. A wicked man 
may command our fleets and armies — a swearer may 
be employed as an ambassador to foreign courts — a 
sensualist may be a minister of state : but nothing of 
this can be admitted among the officers in thechurek 
of Christ. They must be ^< good men, full of tne holy 
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Crhost and of fidtb." Admit bad men into tbe ministry, 
and yoM at onee lose all resemblance to the officers of 
the apostolical church; for these were ^^ patterns of 
good works : in doctrine skewing uncormptness, gra* 
Titjr, sincerity, and sound speech, that could not be 
condemned.'* 

As in the apostolical age certain qualifications were 
essentially necessary to the office of the ministry^ 
without which no one was admitted into that office, 
it will inevitably follow that in those communities^ 
where such qualifications are not insisted on as at all 
essential, and where free admission can be obtained 
without them, there is, at least in this particular, a to* 
tal want of resemblance. Ton may call men bishops 
or deacons/ bat unless they have the qualifications 
essential to these offices, they no more resemble apos- 
tolical bishops and deacons than an idiot resembles 
a {philosopher, or a knave an honest man* And to 
suppose that such persons will watch over men for 
their spiritual edification is as palpable an absurdity 
as to suppose that a hungry wolf would become the 
protector of sheep, or a shark the guardian angel of 
its^ prey. 

' ^St. Paul, in the third chapter of his first epistle to 
Timothy, has distinctly stated the qualifications ne^^ 
cessary for these offices. He has not, indeed, said 
any thing about the qualifications of Archbishops, 
Archdeacons, Deans, and the other officers belonging 
tp the English hierarchy. These appear to have been 
utterly unknown to the ^^ apostolical form of Chris- 
^nity C^ but these, to constitute a resemblance, you 
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will of course admit, should all be men of good repqrt^ 
But is tjiis the case ? That it includes many excel- 
lent men, is not denied; but it is a lamentable fact,, 
and too- notorious to be concealed, that it also includes, 
ministers of a very oppo^it^ character, who are a re-* 
proach, not only to the Christian ministry, but to tJie^ 
Christian name, who are nevertheless permitted to 
continue in office. And is that church which tacitly 
sanctions evils in her ministers, which the apostles ' 
would have punished by excommunication in her 
members, to be held up as* the fnost pure and apostoli* . 
col form of Christianity in the zs)orld? The attempt is, 
ludicrous ; for were a resemblance in constitution ad- 
mitted, there is a complete opposition in, practice.* 



* Not loni; sioce a most disgracefol circmnfitance oecurred at ■■ ». 

In . The Rev. Mr, was so completely intoxicated, that 

he could not read his sermon. He had no sooner read his text, than he 
fell forward upon the cushion. When he recovered his eiect posture; he. 
attempted to proceed, but could not. He then talked to the coogrega« 
tion about an election for a minister which was to tak^ place at a neigh*; 
bouring town early in thje veek, and exhorted them to ^ive their vot^ 
and influence in favour of the Rev. Mr. . Several of the con- 

gregation began. to leave the church, which when he perceived, he ex- 
claimed, ** Pay your shot first, I tell you, and then yon may all go.** 
Had this been the first instance of delinquency in the life of this gen- 
tleman, no blame whatever could have been attached to the church on 
account thereof $ for the apostolical churchr itself had its delinquents : 
but when wickedness is systematic, and continued in for years; and 
when those if hose office it is to e;i^ereise discipline on the clergy, after 
knowing the fact, connive at such oiTences, and permit such offenders to 
continue in the ministry, then the evil becomes entirely changeable to 
the discipline, or rather to the waht of diseipline in the natioiuil church. 
This wont of discipline is deeply deplored by the pious members of the 
church of England* both cler^ aid laity. It is confidently said that 
application for the removal of th(s notoriously immoral minister was 
made sonie time since to his bishop, who returned for answer that he 
belonged to tAe Dead of ■ ■ , and ther^ore could not interfere. 
The dean was aiiplied to, who said he had nothing to do with him; but 
referred tliem ^o nit diocesan. So he is permitted to continue, to the 
disgrace of the Christian ministry, to the encouragement of vice, and to 
the grief of every pious mind in the neighbourhood. 
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I would mj of eologj wbat a late ingeiiioiB writer 
ftasnid of ornaments. '^ faiify becomes none exeept 
tiie handsome. To all otliers emhgy onlj attracta 
people's eyes to behold inlirmitjr and ugliness." 

But when joa describe the chorch of EnglancI as 
the mosi pure and aposioKeal farm ofehrisikmMyj jou, 
perhaps refer not so much to her ministrj, as to her 
farm, or wumner of worship. That there is mnch re- 
semblance here will not readilj be beliered, till it be 
prored that fermnkries of derotion were nsed in the 
apostolical churches — that in those fermnlaries bap« 
tism and rec^eneration were terms of the same import 
— that they acknowledged other priests besides Christ 
— that in baptism they signed with the sign of the 
cross — that they consecrated the bread and wine in 
the encharist — that they had aa altar, and knelt be* 
fore it — ^that they repeated a creed alood, and tmmed 
their feces towards the east — and that the minister 
read prayers in a surplice, and preached in a gown. 

In the preceding observations I have endeaToured 
to avoid exaggeration, and aimed at a plain statement 
of truth ; after the examination of which your readers 
may judge of the exact agreement between the wor- 
ship of the church of England and that of the 
fipostles. 

I remain. 

Reverend Sir, 
Your Servant in the cause of truth^ 

J. STANLEY. 
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You profess to believe the church of England to 
be " the most perfect form of Christianity," to be " en- 
lightened by the faith, and strengthened by the blood 
of martyrs," " founded upon the prophets and apos- 
tles, Jesus Christ himself being the head comer 
stone ;" ^^ and as to human security, supported by the 
laws of the land, and connected with the most vital 
parts of the constitution :"* yet, somewhat inconsist- 
ently, you seem, though you affect to conceal your 
fears, to apprehend dreadful things from a combina- 
tion of Methodists against it. ^^ Our church," you say, 
^^ circumstanced as I have described it, has once been 
overthrown by a sect in many respects resembling the 
Methodists, by the Puritans." t The excesses of those 
times are e^tainly much to be lamented ; but they 
were very few in comparison with those which have 
in general attended national revolutions. 

But what were those Puritans ? Persons without 
religious principles, or whose principles were so ac- 
commodating as always to yield to the will of their 
superiors ? Persons over whom the pride and emolu- 
ment of office had such absolute influence as utterly to 
silence the voice of conscience, and, if not to annihi- 
late, at least, throw the mornl sense into a profound 
sleep ? No : ih^y were men ill geneiral of unconquer- 

♦ Page 2. f Pages* 
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able Tirtue--4iieii whm eaaii Bot be prevailed npcMi 
to act contrarj to principle either bjr the smilea or 
frowns of princes — men who opposed the exercise of 
arbitrary power hj those enemies to Ae liberties dF 
Britains, the first James, and the fiiBt Charles, 
whilst their persecutors, the bidiopa, laboored to em- 
slave the nation — men who, rather than poUote their 
consciences bj the sacrifice of principle, either to ae* 
quire or retain honourable and lueratiTe ofices, re« 
nounced everjr earthlj prospect, asd submitted to tho 
severest suffering and the deepest d^gradatioii — meo^ 
^^^ but for whom the constitution, which is bow the admi« 
ration of the world, would have been lost ia an abao^^ 
1 ute t jrann J, and poperjr, with all its absurdities, super- 
stitions and cruelties, inevitaUj introduced — and men 
who, whilst the names of their persecutors will be 
• written in the dust, or held up to endless ei^eeration^ 

shall, like the just, be had in everlastinig remembranoe^ 
The Methodists, Sir, you big hly honour bj such a re« 
^ semblance : thejr, I trust, will not be ashamed of their 

glory. 

But thes^, it seems, overthrew the ehordi. That 
they, in common with the great majority of the thinks 
ing part of the community, ti^prored of that act of the 
^ great council of the nation which abolished episcopal 

government, is not denied. And had not the church of 
England already overthrown the ehucch of Bmnel 
•.ii* thus furnishing an eimmplo of schism and precedent in 
the work of refonnatioii. But the church of England 
ha4 reasons to justify her conduct. And the Puritans 
also had reasojQS to jmtify their's. The prelacy of those 
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jtmes wete generally deroted to the establishmenf of 
ail abselste tjf annj. Both James'and Charles ardently 
thirsted for unlimited power and authority, and they 
had studied hiilnan nature sufficiently to be convinced 
thai episcc^s^ wasai^ore friendly to such despotism 
than any popular Ibriir of church government. The 
king cried up the iMsHops, and the bishops in their 
turn cried up the hiag, and both agreed in crying down 
the just liberties of the subject. The principal bishops 
were cringing syeophants of the sovereign,* and the 
Hiost inexorablirpergecutorsof the people ;ri and to their 
abbmhiable intolerance must entirely be ascribed the 
demoKtioh of the hierarchy in that age. 

' * At the celebrntied conference between the Bishops and^ Puritans, 
held by the appointmept of King James the first, at Hampton-Court,, in 
which there were tailie bishop* and as many dignitaries of the church 
on the one side, and only foui* Puritan ministers on the other, in which 
James also took a considerable part on the side of episcopacy^ Whit- 
gift, archbishop of Caolerbnry said, *^ That undoubtedly his majesty 
spoke by the special assistance of God's Spirit ;** and Bancroft, bishop 
of ■ ■ ■ Callini^OB hb kneeSy with hi^ eyes raised to — James, ex- 
pressed himself thus : ** I protest my lieart melteth for joy, that Al- 
teig^ty God; of hit^singnlar mercy, has ^ven us such a king, as since 
Christ's time has not been." Yes, my lord, a blessed and most gracious 
king — a Daniel, a second Daniel. But what would my lord of Can- 
tarbnry, off his brother Bancroft have said, had they beard bira in the 
year 1590 make the following declaration in a general assembly held 
at Edinhuifrh ^ ** I praine God tbat i was bom in the time of the light 
of the gospel, and in such a place, as to be the king of the sinccrest 
(l. e. purest) kirk in the world. The kirk of Gencya keep pasche 
^nd yule (i. e. EaiUer and Christmas.) What have they for them ? 
They have no institution. As for our neighbour kirk of England, 
their service is an evil said mass in English; they want nothing of th« 
mass, but the liftings (i. e. the elevation of the host.) I charge you, 
my good ministers, dooton^ elders, nobles, gentlemen, and barons, to 
■land to your purity^ and to exhort your people to do the same; and 
I, fbrsooth, as long as I brook my life, shall do the same.*' 

' Caltkrvbooets HUsiorif of the C'hurck of Scotland^ p. 256, 



Ii See the 
edition of Dr 



cases of Prynne, Smart, and Dr. Leighton, in Atmore's 
. 8. Chandler'6 History of Persecution, pp. 330—338. 
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Tlie cliurcli, however, you say, " let us remember, 
fell only with the state," from which you seem to 
hope they always will \ye co-existent. Should jour 
views on this subject be correct, dissenters in general, 
being convinced of the excellence of the British con* 
stitulion, would be ready to exclaim, Let the church 
of E if gland live forever ! But that the existence of the 
state depends on its alliance with the church, is a fact 
ihuch more easily asserted than proved. Be this as it 
may, the church of England, you acknowledge, de« 
ponds for its existence upon the state : it is ^^ sup* 
ported by the laws of the land, and connected vrith 
itlie most vital parts of the constitution."* And is 
ihat church which is the " most perfect form of Chris- 
tianity " dependant on human laws for its support? 
This was not the form of the church in the apostolical 
age. Then the kingdom of Christ was not of this 
World ; then Christianity, like a stately vessel, with 
her canvass unfurled, sailed majestically, without 
being towed along by any human cock-boat ; then she 
was not a compound of iron and clay, like the toes in 
iS ebuchadnezzer's vision, as indeed she is now repre- 
Kented, but a mass of fine gold ; then she flourished 
like the tall cedars of Lebanon, nor needed support 
or security from the surrounding underwood. To as- 
sert the dependance of the Christian church on any 
human being or institution, is to libel it. Such a 
church resembles a house built upon the sand, which 
may be destroyed by the caprice of a tyrant, or by the 
turbulent clamours of the mob, but bears no resem- 

* Pa^e % . 
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bUnce to that church against which the gates of hell 
cannot prevaiL 

But tbct Puritans, it seems, were hj/pocrites and fa* 
fiatics ; aqd ap the Methodists in ^' many respects re- 
semble them/^ it is but natural to suppose that they also 
have a little tinge of fanaticism and hypocrisi/— not a 
few of them only, but the body at large ; for the Pu- 
ritans, whom you represent as the archetype of the 
Methodists, you characterize as hypocrites and fana- 
tics, not in their individual, but in their collective 
character. But will you seriously undertake to prove 
these charges against the Methodists? Do this, and 
they will be execrated by the public. As soon as this 
is accomplished, Methodism will have reached ^^ its 
height," and the monster will sicken and die. But if 
instead of proofs you deal in mere declamation and 
reiterated assertions, Methodism, instead of coming 
i^ to nought," will probably proceed in a ratio equally 
great with that which has hitherto marked its pro- 
gress.' To say nothing of the increase of Methodism 
in the late Mr. Whitfield's connexion, what think you 
of its increase among the followers of Mr. Wesley ? 
You may rely on the correctness of the following 
statement, which may perhaps assist you in your con« 
jectures on the probable duration of Methodism. The 
number of members in society was in the year 

1772. •... 31983 

1782.... :r 46331 

1792 147067 

1802 207308 

1«12,... 367401 
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The inoreM^ dnring the first ten ydarft was 1434S 

the second ditto • • • « lQ07dft 
the third ditto • . • • 00941 
the fourth ditto • • . • 160093 
From this statement it appears that the increase du« 
ting the last ten jear9 exceeds eleven tiroes the num- 
ber added daring the first ten : ^^and possibly it is 
not jet at its height." No : the san has scarcely risen 
aix>Te the horison : it will continue to shine, and to 
shine with ikiereasing brightness, nnttl the earth shall 
he filled with the kntowled|ge of the Lord. Few, it itf 
presumed) after reading this stateiAenf, will say with 
you, ^^ that, like other works of man, when it shall 
have produced its natural effects hy nirtural means, it 
win come to nought."* 

' You appear to approve of the religious plan which 
was adopted in Oxford hy the Wesleys and others. 
^ Th(^ begiimings, you say, as fer as Aey are f^« 
corded, appear to have been very feudahle.^ But 
yo« seem to think Aeir zealf led them muelhtoo fer ; 
for they ^^ soon assumed some- ontward- appearance of 
formality and rigour, something thaft niade them the 
mbjeet c^ public diservation' and rehiark^ and gave 
rito to the apilellation of Metb<klist."t The ihc« 
kf 4hey absls^&ed not onty from evil, but from itd 
appearance — -attended* church and isacraiiient regu* 
larly — read and studiedthe scriptures, especially the 
Greek Testament — fasted- and prayed — ^visited pri- 
soners in the castle— -ofid* instructed and- relieved the 

«^Page4* + Paipcf^, (^. 
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{>oor and the afflicted. Y«9, the^e were their compli* 
cated crimes : they •vere ^^ righteous over much ;" and 
therefore were treated with ridieiile by other inemberB 
of the OBiTersity, ag^ainst whom no such charges eoul^ 
be substantiated. 

" In the year 1735," you say, " John and Charlef 
Wesley bad imbibed so mwbfa of enthusiastit zeal, 
that, quitting all prospects in their own country, they 
embarked for Greorgia, to preach the gospel to the 
American lodians."* Unihusiastic %eal; that is to 
say, fan&ikalj irnriional zeaL But what are the proofs 
that tbeir aeal was of this description ? O, there are 
two, and Uv€> most potmt ones. The first hj their 
'^ quitting all prospects in their own country"— all 
prospecto of clerical promotion. They were men of 
leariiing and ^nts, esp^siljy John Wesley. He 
was also n, miui of m|i^ application and perseverance ; 
and it is at l^ft$t possible that, bad be tarried at home» 
and kept bis i^ligion within moderate bounds, be 
might per chance, b)r tbo aid of a patron, have passed 
through tho various gradations of clerical office, till, 
like yon, Sir, he might h^ViO boon designated The Rev^ 
ihe 4r€hde0CM. And if in 4hat situation he bad ^WemU 
ed muob seal, not cfil^iaMic, but retiotutl sm/, for thi^ 
establishied church, and published ehaifi^s against dis** 
imters, itimot the most improlpNo cpnj^otare thai 
wa9 ever offsiied, that m due timf he might evei^ 
hare worn the mkre. The secprid proof of their sceal 
being (mfhurimlic is, tdiieir emhadang ^^ fgi* Georgia, 

f* ;Piigs p. 
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to preaeb tbe gotpel to tbe American IndiaBs.** WlaA 
man in his right mind woold ever hatre done this? 
To embark at all, how tociiA I Bj ao doing- the^ 
qnitted all prospects in their own coantrj, tore tkeai-*^ 
selves from their kindred and acquaintance, and ex* 
posed themself es to tbe danger oT a waterj gniT^e ! 
Thatf to embark for suck a purpose ! Had it been to 
collect gold as the dost, and silver as the sand of ihm 
sea, tbeir seal woold have been rational ; but to go to 
America to preach the gospel! Who but madmeii 
woold ever bare done so ? And tien^ to preacb the 
gospel to Indians ! Sorelj thej must bare been en* 
thosiasts mdeed to trouble tbemselres at all abont tbe 
souls of Indians ! 

Ah, Sir, and can jou deliberatelj, in a precompoaed 
address to your clergy, many of whom, instead of be- 
ing in danger from too much zeal, possess a death-like 
apathy on divine subjects — can you deliberately mark 
the apostolical zeal of those men of God with the op- 
probrious epithet — enthusiastic ? A zeal which had for 
its object, not personal aggrandizement, but the glorj 
of God, and the eternal salvation of myriads of im- 
mortal beings--a zeal which, like the apostle's, ex- 
posed them to perils by land, perils by water, apd pe- 
rils among false brethren — and a zeal which led them 
without a sigh to sacrifice the friendship, honour, and 
pleasures of the world, and not to ^^ count their lives 
dear onto themselves, so that they might finish their 
course with joy, and the ministry which they had re- 
ceived of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the 
grace of God." Would St. Paul, Sir^ have consi- 
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dered this an evil deserving of reprobation ? No : he 
would not have reproved the 2eo/, but the supineness 
of ministers of the present age. And had an j of the 
ministers been accused of being too zealous, instead 
of damping that zeal hy censure, he would have in- 
creased its action by commendation ; and in justifica- 
tion of what might appear eccentricity to frozen-heart- 
ed formalistsand ^^ gentle theologues/' he would proba- 
bly have said, " Whether we be beside ourselves, it is 
to God ; or whether we be sober, it is for your cause : 
for the love of Christ colistrain^th us : because we 
thus judge, that if one died for al], then were all 
dead : and that he died for all, that they which live 
should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto 
him which died for them, and rose again."* On the 
subject of Christian zeal, the apostle Paul and his 
successor^ the reverend the archdeacon of Stafford, 
appear to be completely at issue. The one proclaims 
that ^' it is good to be zealously affected always in a 
good thing," and furnishes an illustration of the truth 
of his doctrine, by " warning every man, and teaching 
every man in all wisdom ;" and especially by preach- 
ing, at the expense of ease and reputation, ^^ the un- 
searchable riches of Christ among the Gentiles ; " 
whereas the other furnishes no such example ; but on 
the contrary, designates Christian zeal enthusiastic; 
and in justification of such designation, tells his clergy 
that the Wesleys had " quitted all prospects in their 

* 2 Cor. V. 13— K5. 
I> 
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own cotiDtrj, and embarked for Geor^a^ to preach 
the gospel to the American Indians ! ! !" 

Wishing Christians univerfially, and ministers of 
the gospel in particular, an abundant increase of 
Christian zeal, 

I remain, 

Reverend Sir, 
Your*i in the cause of trutb^ 



J. STANLEV, 



MSTTER III. 



BllFEREND SIRy 

Whew I read the following words : " About thk 
time arose a circumstance so remarkable as to be, in 
mv opinion, almost decisive of the whole question,"* 
I lejoiced in hc^e of ^' new light." I said to myself, 
wliat can this be which is at once to determine whe- 
ther Methodism is or is not of God ? I read on, and 
foimd it to be neither more nor less than that Mr. 
Wesley and Mr. Whitfield did not agree in opinion on 
the subject of Universal Redemption. Sir, I acknow- 
ledge my obligation for " new light," for till now 1 
never understood, nor even imagined that such a 
question could be determined by such a circumstance. 
But we live and learn. But by what rational process 
do you attempt to prove such difference of opinion to 
be conclusive against Methodism^s being of God? You 
tell us that, " Had these men been contented to be re- 
ceived as mere human teachers, there would have 
been nothing uncommon or extraordinary in such a 
difference of opinion. But, as both chose afterward 
to assume the style and manner of the apostles ; as 
they pretended, and perhaps in their enthusiasm 
sometimes bdieved, that their thoughts, words, and 
many of their most trivial acticms were su^;egted by^ 

♦ Page 6. 
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able virtue — men wh« could not be prevailed upon 
to act contrary to principle either by the smiles of 
frowns of princes— men ifho opposed the exercise of 
arbitrary power by those enemies te the liberties of 
Pri tains, the first James, luid the fijvt {Charles, 
whilst their persecutors, the bishops, lubouned to en- 
slave the nation — men who, rat/ier than pollute their 
consciences by the sacrifice of principle, either to ac- 
quire or retain honourable ai^d lucratire offices, re« 
nounced every earthly prospect, aad iubmtted te the 
severest sufferings, and the deepest degradation — vien, 
but for whom the constitution, which is now the admi-* 
ration of the world, would have beoQ lost in an abso- 
lute tyranny, and popery, with all it$ ehiurdities, super- 
stitions and cruelties, inevitably introdoeed-^end men 
who, whilst the names of their persecutors will be 
written in the dust, or held up to endless ei^eeration, 
^hall, like the just, be had in everlasting remembrance* 
The Methodists, Sir, you highly honour fey such a re- 
semblance : they, I trust, will net be ashaoied of their 
glory. 

But these, it seems, overthrew the cliurcli. That 
they, in common with the great majority of the think** 
ing part of the coinmiinity, epproved of that act of the 
great council of the nation which abolished episcopal 
government, is not denied. And had not the church of 
England already overthrown the ehucch of Rome I 
thus furnishing an example of schism and precedent in 
the work of refermatioii. But the diiixch of England 
had reasons to justify her conduct. And the Pnritans 
also had reasojqis to Ju^ify their's. The prelacy of those 
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jtmes wete generally deroted to the establisliinenf of 
ail abselsle tjrannj. Both James'and Charles ardently 
thirsted fbr unlimited power and authority, and they 
had studied human nature gufficiently to be convinced 
thai episcopacy was ttiiare friendly to such despotism 
than any popular fbrar of church government. The 
king cried up the Mshops, and the bishops in their 
turn cried up the hiag, and both agreed in crying down 
the jasi liberties of the subject. The principal bishops 
were cringing syeophants of the sovereign,^ and the 
moet inexorablirpergecutorsof the people ;ri and to their 
abominable intolerance must entirely be ascribed the 
demolUioh of the hierarchy in that age. 



' * At the celebmied conference between the Bishops and^ Puritans, 
held by the appointmept of King James the first, at Hampton- Court,, in 
which there were taine bishop* and as many dignitaries of the church 
on the one side, and only foui* Puritan ministers on the other, in which 
James alsatodic a considerable part on the side of episcopacy, Whit- 
gift, archbishop of Canterbury said, *^ That undoubtedly his majesty 
spoke by the special assistance of God's Spirit ;** and Bancroft, bisho)> 
of-— k^ Calling^OB his JcneeSy with his eyes raised to — James, ex- 
pressed himself thus : ** I protest my lieart melteth for joy, that Al- 
teighty God, of hit- singular mercy, has given us such a king, as since 
Chritt*8 time has sot been." Yes, my lord, a blessed and most gracious 
king— a Daniel, a second Daniel. But what would my lord of Can- 
terbary, of his brother Bancroft have said, had they beard him in the 
year 1590 make the following declaration in a general assembly held 
at Edinbuifrh ^ ** I praiiie God tbat i was bom in the time of the light 
of tiie gospel, and in such a place, as to be the king of the sinccrest 
(f. e. purest) kirk in the wor(d. The kirk of Geneva keep pasche 
f^nd yule (i. e. £a&ter and Christmas.) What have they for them ? 
They have no institution. As for our neighbour kirk of England, 
their service is an ovil said mass in English; they want nothing of th« 
mass, but the liftings (i. e. the elevation of the host.) I charge you, 
my good mini«ter», dooton^ elders, nobles, gentlemen, and barons, to 
stand to your purity^ and to exhort your people to do the same; and 
i, fbrsooth, as long as I brook my life, shall do the same/ 



f» 



CaldervBooifs JKstofy of the CJhurck of Scotland, p. 256, 

Ii See the cases of Prynne, Smart, and Dr. Leighton, in Atmore's 
edition of Dr. S. Chandler'6 History of Persecution, pp. 330--338. 
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preach the gospel ?^ Ought not God to be obeyed 
rather than man ? A man who, like yon, has been 
thus moved, should, whilst he has breath, persist in 
preaching the '^ glorious gospel of the blessed God," 
in utter defiance of the edicts of princes, the decrees 
t)f councils, the bulls of popes, or the anathemas of 
bigots. 

The venerable men whom you contemn, were, 
through the intolerance of their opposers, placed in 
very difficult circumstances. They had been bred in 
the bosom of the church of England, and educated for 
Iter ministry. Their prejudices also were strong in 
her favour. In her commnnion they wished to live 
and die. Bat ^ a dispensation of the gospel had been 
committed^^ to them, and therefore when hindered from 
preaching where they woiddy they preached where they 
could. I am very far from thinking that every clergy- 
man would do so ; for rather than depart from clerical 
regularity, especially if such departure annihilated 
^'^ all prospects" of clerical promotion "in thiscountry,** 
fidany, it is to be feared, though they have solemnly 
declared themselves to be "moved by the Holy Ghost** 
to preach the gospel, would preach no more as long 
as sun or moon endures. They, however, aviUi their 
Tiews and feelings could not remain silent. The word 
of the Lord was as fire in their bones : they went out 
into the highways and hedges, inviting sinners to the 
marriage feast, and thousands accepted of the invita- 
tion. And did they do wrong ? To assert they did 
is easy ; but to prove it is impossible. 

That they did wrong you assert, and attempt to 
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prove it thus: " If, as may, and often has been proved, 
the discipline Cft our church is derived from the prac* 
tice and appointment of the apostles, and stands, 
therefore, on inspired authority, no reasonable person 
can admit of a commission to disobey and disturb that 
discipline, under a less evidence than that of mira- 
cles."* That there were bishops and deacons in the 
apostolical church we know ; but that there were priests 
we have no more evidence than that there were Cy- 
clops. Besides, bishops in the apostolical church 
were very different from what they are in the English 
church. Whether a bishop was the stated pastor or 
overseer of a particular flock, I shall not at present 
discuss ; but this we know, that he was one who 
preached ike word — was instant in season and out of 
season — did the work of an evangelisiy and made full 
proof of his ministry. \ But do Church^of-England 
bishops make full proof of their ministry ? Are they 
instant in season and out of season in preaching the 
word? Is it not a fhct that a sermon from a bishop 
is now a perfect rarity 1 The name is indeed retained} 
but the office has changed its character. || 

♦ Page 11. feTim. ii. 5. 

II Pious and zealous ministers in the established church have lon|f 
lamented that bishops preach so little. Bishop Latimer in his day saw 
and deplored the e?il. His language on the occasion is remarkably 
strikihg : ** that a man might have the contemplation of hell — that 
the devil would allow a man to look into hell, to see the state of it ! 
If one were admitted to view hell thus, and, beholding it thoroughly, 
the devil should say, On yonder side are punished tin preaching 
prelates; I Ihiiik a man should see as far as a kenning, and per- 
ceive nothing but vr preach in G PRRr.ATBs: he might look as far 
us Calais^ i warrant you." 

Vol. I. Sermon 8« 
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When I read the above passage, it reminded me of 
an observation which Mr. Whiston used frequently to 
make upon bishop Gibson, ^^ That he seemed to think 
the church of England^ as it just then happened to be 
established by modern laws and customs, came down 
from heaven with the Athanasian creed in its hand." 
In your opinion, Sir, she is all fair; there is no spot in 
her: yea, her very discipline is by inspiration, and 
therefore cannot be disobeyed or disturbed ^' under a 
less evidence than that of miracles." Now, Sir, 1 beg 
leave to collate this passage with one which occurs in 
page 9, and then to ask a question : there you say, ^' It 
IS certain, beyond all reasonable doubt, that the apos- 
tles, established one uniform mode of discipline in all 
the churches which they planted ; the same, or nearly 
the same, as that which was reverently preserved in 
all churches till the reformation." Now, Sir, the 
question I would ask on the collation of these two 
passages, is this : By what ^^ evidence of miracles" do 
members of the church of England justify themselves 
in disobeying and disturbing the discipline of the 
church of Rome, seeing that in that church the t;i- 
spired discipline was "reverently preserved ?" They 
must either justify their secession from the church of 
Rome, by the " evidence of miracles," or, the arch- 
deacon of Stafford being judge, they are " unreason- 
able persons." But as no miracles are pretended, the 
conclusion is inevitable. 

Nor is this all ; for it seems they also by " separa- 
ting themselves from the unity of the church, pro- 
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•nounce a sentence of excoiniimnication against them- 
selves, and cease to be members of Cbri&t's body."* 
This is awful indeed! Who could have supposed 
that a protestant clergyman of the nineteenth century 
irould have pronounced Luther and Mel^ncthon, 
Cranmer and Ridley, with all the ministers and 
members of the reformed churchep,- in ^a *' state of 
schism,'* and in danger of perdition ? Itis.trueyou 
apply your observations ^to Wesley, Whitfield^ and 
others who have either partially «or wholly dissented 
from the church of England : but it is .also true that 
they aire equally apfilicable to all churchmen ; for they 
liave disobeyed and disturbed thBtdiuTch in which, ac*- 
■cof dio^ to yjour acdount. Sir ^- the apostolkaL discipline 
was reverentlj/ -preserved.; and therefore they are in a 
*' state of schism," and^^incur^-a hazard, which;everv 
prudent, and much tnore-everyi pious person should be 
careful to avoid.'' Should the Re v. Peter- GandQlphy 
read your charge,* L^expeclf be would, soon send you a 
/congratulaldTj/ letter on ^jnour/^ aealoiis defence of the 
ancient discipline <; witir,*^ perhaps, an expostu}atory 
postscript on the 'incoitsistency of continuing ^ minis- 
ter of a schismatical ehiifch. And were he to do this, 
you ¥^ot]kld find yourself reduced *to this dilemma, 
i^itjier to reason on noncon^ that is to say, schismatical 
principles, (for in your vocabulary they seem to be 
terms of the same import) or otherwise to enter within 
the pale, of the holy caJthoUc^ nnd apostolic church. 
It mil admit of serious question whether there was 

.» Page 34. 
■E. . 
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uniformity of discipline even in the apostolical churcbe^ 
But if this were granted, it would still remain to be 
proved that the same discipline, and no other^ was 
intended to be binding on all Christian churches in 
every age and country, and that, by departing from 
this, persons would ^^ incur a hazard^' of losing their 
souls. That Christians should associate for pious 
purposes, and especially for the worship of Almighty 
God, and that some should preach the gospel, and 
watch over the spiritual concerns of the people, are ob- 
vious facts; but that there should be the distinct orders 
of bishop, priest, and deacon, with the several other 
officers belonging to the hierarchy — ^that no man should 
be permitted to preach without episcopal ordination — 
that no ground is fit for the interment of the dead^ nor 
any building fit for the religious worship of the livings 
till consecrated by a bishop— that every church must 
have thirty-nine articles and a formulary of devotion, 
to all and erery thing contained in which every minis- 
ter must subscribe ex amino^ &c., are not so obviouis. 
The probability is, that the mode of discipline is ar- 
bitrary, and to be determined by the local circum^ 
stances of the Christian church. 

You give us " an instance of Mr. Wesley *s being ex* 
eluded from a church,*' assign a reason for such ex- 
clusion, and conclude the cause thereof to be even 
worse than was pretended by his clerical persecutor.* 
Why was he excluded? For his doctrine. What 
was his doctrine ? lie asserted ^^ that a man might 

♦ Page 14. 
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be Tiarmless,' mlg^ht use the means of g;race, and do 
much good, and jet have no true religion at all.*' 
And what is there wrong here ? Is not all this per« 
fectlj orthodox ? Yes, Dr. W. of Exeter cathedral, 
you say, did not object to it because he thought it ^^ un- 
sound, but because it was not guarded ; was danger- 
ous, and might lead people into enthusiasm and de-^ 
spair." You, however, dissent from the Dr. on this 
subject. You are of opinion that though it is true 
^' that Christians may abstain from evil on worldly 
motives only ; may use the appointed means of grace 
without ' due reflection, or any feeling of their true 
import; and may give alms, and do other good works, 
through vanity, or with reliance on them, as meriting 
salvation in themselves, which cannot be true of any 
human acts ; and that all these things being supposed, 
such persons certainly would have no true religion ;" 
yet that all this was unsound as delivered by Wesley. 
How true is it that in some instances it is safer for one 
man to steal a horse than for another to look over the 
hedge ! Here are three propositions, all true as pro- 
ceeding from the Rev. the archdeacon of Stafford, but 
all false as uttered by Wesley !!! 

But why do you suppose the doctrine of Mr. Wesley 
to have been unsound ? The text was, ^' The kingdom 
of God is not meat and drink, but righteousness, and 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost." Very well, and 
what then ? Why, " Can there be a doubt with any 
person who knows the style of that preacher, that he 
slightly passed over, or otherwise explained the first 
requisition of <^ righteousness," and laid the whole 
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proof of bdoB^ihg; to the kingdom of God on that in- 
\rard feeling of * peace and joy in the Holy Ghos*t,' 
without which, in his idea, there was no sahratioo t6 
those who should perform. even the most perfect ser- 
vice, according to the terms of the gospel ?" But why 
deal in supposition ? Why not give us Mr. Wesley's 
own words, and then, if you can, prove them to contain 
false doctrine r This would be much more ikir and 
ingenuous than dealing in hypothetical inuendos. 
But what you ought to have done I shall with much 
deference do for you. 

Mr. Wesley says, "Sunday, Nov. 25, 1739, 1 preach- 
ed at St. Mary's, (Exeter) on. The kingdom cf God 
is ndt meat anddrink^. but righteousness^ andpeace^ and 
joy in the Holy Ghost. Dr. W told rae after ser- 
mon, ^ Sir, yon must not preach in the afternoon. 
Not,' said he, ^ that yon preach any false doctrine : 
I allow alt that you have said is true. And it is the 
doctrine of the church of England ; but it is not guard- 
ed ; it may lead people into enthusiasm or despair.' 

<^ I did not readily see where the stress of this ob- 
jection, so frct^uently started, lay. But upon a little 
reflection, I saw^it plain. The real state of the case 
is this: Religion is commonly thought to consist of 
three things : harmlessness, using the means of grace, 
and doing good, as it is called ; that is, helping our 
neighbours, cliieily by giving alms« Accordingly, by 
a religious man is commonly meant, one that is honest, 
just, and fair in his dealings ; that is constantly at 
church and sacrament ; and that gives much alms, or, 
{U3 it is usually termed, does much good. 
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<^N<miirexpiaiiiiiig those words of the apostle^ The 
hingAnmof God (or true religion, tlw ednseqoenibe of 
God's difellhtg and reigning in the soul) is not meat 
mid drinky I was nee^ssaFity led to shew that religion 
does not properly.consist in anj or all of these three 
things I but that a man might both be harmless, use 
the means of grace, aad do much good, and jet have 
no true religion at all. And sure it is, had God then 
impressed thk great truth on any who before were 
ignorant of it, that iiapression would have occasioned 
such heaviness in hie soul as the world always terms 
despair. 

'^ Agaitiy in. ej:pla»ni-ng those weirds, The kingdom of 
God (ov true religion^ is rigkkousnessy and peace j and 
}ojf in the Holy Okost, I insisted that every follower of 
Christ ougbt to expect and pray for that peace of Ood 
which passeth. all tmdetstandingy tbst rejoicing in hope of 
the glory of Godj which is even now tmspeakable and 
full of glory; andl aJmve adl, as being the very life and 
soul of religion, without whdchit is all dead show, the 
love of God shed abroad in his hearty hy the Holy Ghost 
given tmto him.^^* 

Thus far Mr.. Wesley. And can you disprove a 
single position contained in tbe above extract? If 
you can, let it be dooe ; if not^ cease to oppose, lest 
you should be found fighting against God. But it 
seems you are dfifendied with Mr. Wesley for teaching 
that without the '^ inward feeling of peace and joy in 
the Holy Ghost, there is no salvation to those who 

♦ Wesley's Works, toI. 2, pp. 8, 9. 
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perform even the most perfect service, according to 
the terms of the gospel. Bat where or when did he 
teach any such doctrine? Mr. Wesley understood 
Christianity better than to utter such jargon. In 
^^ his idea" these were inseparable. With him the 
performance of the conditions of the gospel, and the 
possession of peace and joy in the Holy Ghost, were 
always associated. The principal term, or condition 
of the gospel, is faith in Christ : ^^ This is the work of 
God, that ye believe in him whom he hath sent." Mr. 
Wesley taught this uniformly; and maintained with 
St. Paul, that ^^ being justified by faith, we have peace 
with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ : by whom 
also we have access by faith into this grace wherein 
we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 
And not only so, but we also joy in God through our 
liord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the 
atonement."* 

If, therefore, in the terms or conditions of the gos« 
pel, you include faith, that faith which is of the opera- 
tion of God's Spirit, which justifies the ungodly, and 
is the substance of things hoped for, you are exceed- 
ingly incorrect in asserting that Mr. Wesley taught 
that a man may ^^ perform the most perfect service 
according to the terms of the gospel," and yet be des- 
titute of ." the inward feeling of peace and joy in the 
Holy Ghost." What God had joined together, he did 
pot put asunder. 

♦Rom.T. 1,2—11. 
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That all who name the name of Christ may comply 
with the terms of the gospel, and enjoy its promises, 19 
the sincere prayer of, 

Reverend Sir, 

Youths in the cause of truth, 

J. STANLEr^ 
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JIEFEREND SIR, 

On ^hat you call the '^ doctrine of inward feel- 
ings," you write with peculiar energy, and plainly in- 
dicate that yoii are not destitute of feeling. But as 
your energy is not in favour of, but against religious 
feeling, you will, no doubt, escape the suspicion of 
enthusiasm, and be ranked among rational Christians. 

By ^^ inward feelings" you obviously intend what 
lias generally been denominated religious feelings: 
such as religious fear, hope, sorrow, joy, desire, aver- 
sion, &c. These you call ^'dangerous," and "fatal," 
tending either to produce "a foolish, enthusiastic, and 
ill-founded confidence and presumption," otherwise 
black "despair." You indeed admit that "God can 
assuredly influence our inward feelings if he think 
fit," but suppose this is seldom or rather never the 
case in our day, for such influences are "miraculouB 
impressions," and who does not know that the age of 
miracles is past ? These feelings must therefore be 
considered as under the influence of causes purely 
physical— ^governed particularly ** by the state of the 
health and constitution ; and by that inexplicable re- 
sult of the action of the nervous system, called anim(4 
spirits,'^ 

Religious feelings you represent as the efierves- 
rence of enthusiasm. But ought they to be thus 
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represented ? Are the passions, ever active on ordi^^ 
nary subjects, to be quiescent onlj on the great sub^ 
ject of religion ? Are our fears to be alive to tem- 
poral, but not to spiritual danger ? Are our hopes to 
be called into exercise by the prospect of the riches, or 
honours, or pleasures of this transitory state, and to 
remain uninfluenced by the promise of-^^ eternal life?" 
Is our love to bum with ardour towards a fellow-crea- 
ture, and shall we contemplate with a frigid apathy 
the uncreated excellence of Deity? Shall we feej 
grateful to an earthly benefactor, and remain desti- 
tute of this feeling towards our Divine Creator, Pre- 
server, and Redeemer, who has crowned our lives with 
his goodness ? When visited vf ith affliction and loss, 
shall we mourn aiid lament : but when we have lost 
our innocence by transgression, and subjected our- 
selves to the bitter pains of eternal deathy remain ut« 
terly unmoved ? Or, finally, shall a criminal on re- 
ceiving the royal pardon be overwhelmed with joy ; 
and shall not a sinner exult in the word of Divine re- 
conciliation ? If man be a creature capable of ^^ in- 
ward feelings," their action should be in proportion 
to the exciting cause: and if so, they should be much 
more alive to the concerns of eternity, than to those 
of this life; for the disproportion between these is infi- 
nitely greater than that which exists between a drop 
and the ocean — an atom of dust and all the matter in 
the universe. 

Besides, to separate religion from " inward feelings," 
is absolutely to destroy it. For religion does not con- 
sist in mere "bodily exercise"— rin the outward per- 

F 
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fonBaaee of certain moral, or oTea religions daties. 
A hjrpoerite might perform all tbeie. Neitlier does it 
consist in the cold asseat of the anderstanding to c^- 
tain revealed truths ; for some of the worst characters 
nnder heaven do this. Yes, dronkards and thieves, 
blasphemers and adolterers, assent to the doctrine of 
Christ* That religion is not tgpart finom the under- 
standing and practice, Mr. Weslejr contended as 
strongly as any man ; but he did not confine it to 
these — he extended it to the heart. It comprises right 
principles, right feelings, and right actions. The sa- 
cred writers designate religion the fear and lave of 
God. St. Paul calls it living and toalking in the Spi^ 
fit; and declares the <^ fruits of the Spirit ( which fruits 
are enjoyed by those who are 4ed by the Spirit,' in 
which he obviously places religion ) to be /ore, joy, 
peace," &c.* 

- But can you. Sir, form any idea offeary lave f joy ^ or 
peace^ or of any of the other passions or affections, 
apart from ^^ inward feelings?" Unfelt fear, mfrli 
love, unfeli joy, unfeli peace, &c. are things of which 
my mind can form no more conception thun of an ob« 
long square, or a triangular circle. They imply aa 
unconscious cansciousnetSj which is a palpable coninr 
diction, and therefore impossible. Destroy feeling, and 
you annihilate them all. But if these are essential to 
religion, to annihilate them is Molly to annihilate 
religion. 
But ^^his fetal doctrine of feelings," it seems, pro- 

♦ Gal. V. 2S, 2$. 
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dtieeft tbe mc^st baneful eSiacUy anff such aft Sre ^<nd 
wbere iidcorded in the scriptores of Grod, nor in any 
genuine historf of true religion/' That the ^^ doctrine 
of inward feelings'' is reeOrded in ^Uhe striptures" is 
a fact which no sophistry can overttim. Penitents 
lofrowed for sin after a Godly manner.* Belters 
enjoyed pea^e with God + — ^were blest with the Spirit 
of adoption :^--<>weire comforted in all their tribula^ 
tion ^-'-'possessed the seal of the Spirit (| — and rejote- 
ed in hope of the glory of God.f When e:ihorted 
to an examination of tbemselres in order to the asceir*^ 
taining of their r^al character^ the reference was to 
(what yott would denominate, << inward feelings") 
Christ within ;** for, according to the doctrine of St. 
Paul, except a man had the spirit of Christ, he Was none 
of his.+t 

But if the doctrine of feelings were right IheUj 
tinless it can be prored that Christianity is radically 
changed, it miist be fight now. For if Christianity 
be unalterable in its character, its requii^itions and 
pririleged must remain the same in all generations. I 

Repentance and Ikith are always obligatory, and 
peace and jcj in the Holy Ghost will in all ages be % 
enjoyed by those who <<by the law of the Spirit of life 
in Christ Jesus are made free from the law of sin and 

death."t1: 
But what are those effects produced by this doctrine 

of which neither <Hhe scriptures nor any genuine his- 

♦ 2Cor.vii. 9. +Roin.T. 1. j; Rom.yiii. 15. §2Cor.i.4. 

II Epket, ). 13. .1 Rom. t« 2. ♦* 2 Cor. xiii. 6r 

+ 1 Rom. Till. 9. it Rom. Tiii. 2. 
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tory of true religion," furnishes a parallel ? These 
you divide into two classes — Despair and Presump" 
tion. Evidences of the former are, ^^ falling down in- 
stantaneously — rolling on the ground — and groaning 
in agonies." And are you quite certain that these 
cannot be parallelled in *' the scriptures ?" Did not 
Saul of Tarsus, when in his way to Damascus, instan* 
tantously fall, and fall even to the ground r* And 
does not St. Paul plainly intimate such effects to have 
been produced by the prophesying, or teaching, of 
Christians in the church at Corinth ? " If, says he, " all 
prophecy, and there come in one that believeth not, 
or one unlearned, he is convinced of all, he is judged 
of all: and thus are the secrets of his heart made 
manifest ; and so FALLING DOWN on his face, he 
M ill worship God."t These, I grant, were extraordi- 
nary cases. So also were those to which you refer. 
But simply their being extraordinary will never prove 
that they were not of (xod ; on the contrary, if in their 
subsequent conduct they brought forth the fruits of 
righteousness, their extraordinary character affords a 
strong presumption that they were effects of His 
power, who " alone doeth great wonders.":}: 

On the groaning in agonies of penitent offenders, I 
refer you to the book of Psalms, where you may find 
abundance of parallels. 

But it seems that the <* doctrine of inward feelings " 
in its evil operation does not end here, but that it also 
produces madness. In a Note§ you say, " The num* 

♦ Acts ix. 4. + 2 Cor. xiv. 24, 25. J Psal. cxxxti. 4, 

f Pago 47. 
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bers driven to madness by these doctrines are well 
known to be prodigious, and the £act is particularly 
testified by all tnedic^l men attending insane persons.'' 
^* They are well known to be prodigious /" By whom, 
Sir ? Do 1/ou know them to be prodigious 1 If they 
are so numerous and well known, why not refer to 
some seventy or eighty cases, and not deal in loose 
generalities? That some. of those who professed to 
love and fear God (and they could neither fear nor 
love God without inward feeling) have been the sub- 
jects of that great malady, mental derangement, will 
not be denied ; but that the number of these is prodi- 
gious, or that these cases originated in the doctrine 
which you reprobate, requires something more than 
confident assertion to establish. Pardon me, Sir, if in 
sacred deference to truth, I flatly contradict the con- 
cluding part of your Note. You say " the fact is tes- 
tified by all medical men attending insane persons.? 
Now, Sir, " the fact is," I have known medical men 
who attended insane persons that would not admit the 
fact. 

I was sorry to see the name of the amiable Cowper 
introduced in this part of your charge, not only be- 
cause it is impossible for an admirer of the task to 
recollect the malady with which its excellent author 
was afflicted, without a degree of gloom ; but also on 
another account. You ascribe his sufibrings to the 
Methodist " doctrine of feelings." But are you sure 
that you are correct in so doing? Did you never hear 
that he was the subject of melancholi/ derangement be- 
fore he knew any thing of Methodists or Methodism ? 
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Now tappose it should tarn out to b6 the ftict ttat^ 
tnteceddntly to his acquaintance with Methodism, he 
Was actualty the subject of mtlatieholy derangement^ 
then it will undeniably feUow, beyond the possibility 
of successful contradiction, that his derangement cdtt- 
not be ascribed to Methodism — neither to Arrninian^ 
nor Cahinutic Methodism. And should it appear that 
you were acquainted with this feet, what are we td 
think of your csndour in ascribing^ his malady to a 
•fluse which only had a subsequent existence ? 

I shall now state what I know of the subject, wMch 
will furnish you with an oppoii:unity of correcting the 
mistake, if it be one. A gentlemaii, on whose veracity 
I can depend, informed me a few days ago that after 
you had delivered your charge at Walsall, an aged 
and venerable clergyman who had been intimate with 
the amiable }f(itiy spoke to you on the subject, and 
stated (I believe on his own knowledge) that before 
be had the least acquaintance with Methodism, he ha^ 
been the subject of melancholy derangement. Now, 
supposing this statement to be correct, is it not a pity 
that you should deliberately attempt to mislead the 
public mind? Surely instead of saying withl'ilate, 
^ What I bate written I have writteti,'' it Would have 
been much more consistent with the character of a 
Christiah minister to expunge the paragraph. 

Mehtal derangement proeeeds not from religious, 
but physical causes, and may in most cases be traced to 
the unrestrained indulgence of appetite — the mortifica^ 
tions of love— ambition and a varice-^the total annlhi^ 
liition of worldly proqiects ^ of, to use the latiguage 
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•fan apostle, to the sorrow of the zoorld w/dejivporkelk 

ieatk.* 

Bat this ^^ £ital doctrine of feelings'* produces pre^ 
sumption as well as despair. Hence jou inform us of 
some who suddenly ^^ received the gift of God, aiiA 
were happy/' and who declared '^ themselves copvert*v 
ed." By the << gift of God," I suppoee is meant thn 
peace of God. If so, 1 ask, what is there wrong here I 
Surely you will not deny, you who so frequently pray 
that the ^^ peace of God which pasaetb all understand-*^ 
ing may keep the hearts and minds" of ypur people-*- 
surely you will not deny the possibility of obtaining 
such a ^^ gift." And if it may be obtained, why not 
suddenly .' Is it incredible that be who 9^4 to the 
winds and waves be still, and ftistsntly there was a 
calm, should also by his sacred influences suddenly 
produce a holy calm in the souls of those who seeV 
his mercy with ^ weeping, lamentation And woe?" In* 
stead of being incredible that divine pesu^e should be 
received suddenly ^ it is citable of denMinstratipn that 
it cannot possibly be received otherwise ; for there 
must be a nwmefU in which the sonl that before was 
destitute of peace becooies its h^HPpy subject : or, ia 
4>tfaer words, there must be a perti^ular time in which 
servile fi^r gives place to Christian confidence ; and 
the paiQs of repentance to the peace end joy of fiiitb. 

And if they really obtained peaco^^ or, as you ex<« 
press it, *^ received the gift of God/' where was the 
impropriety of making it known ? Yoq perhaps think 

* a Cor. f ii. 10. 
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it woold bare been better to eTince tbeir cooTenioQ 
bj the holiness of their liTes. To this I haTe no ob- 
jectioo. Yet, if their practice did not contradict their 
profession, I cannot, in the particular cases r c fei red to 
hj Mr. W^ see anj rational groond of objection to 
their modest]/ declaring that thcj were ^ conrerted 
from the error of their wajs,*^ and^^ had passed from 
death nnto life/' Bat were it eren admitted that 
such condact was indecorous, irregular, and disord^ljr, 
it certain]/ did not merit such liarsh epithets as tliose 
of ^^ enthusiasm, qnackety, and imposture." 

To tlie triumphant end of malefiictors jon strong]/ 
olject. 1 fear with jou. Sir, that not cmly some of 
tliese, but manj others deceiye tliemselTes bj £dse 
hopes. Death*bed penitents and gallows penitents, in 
my estimation, are equally doubtful cliaracters; nor do 
I believe that God ^^ continually gives to tlie most 
depraved individuak, those miraculous intimations, 
that foretaste of approaching bliss, wliich wc know him 
to have given sometimes to saints and martyrs:" neither 
can I believe that ^^ poor wretclies, on the 8ugg;estions 
of Methodistical teachers, go to their death rejoicing, 
perhaps, even in tlie crimes which rendered them un- 
fit for human society ; as if those very offences had 
indirectly made them fit for the society of angels, and 
of the souls of just men made perfect." Sir, I have 
known many more ^^ Methodistical teachers" than you 
ever knew, but I never knew one who thought that Grod 
continually gives, to the most depraved individuals, 
the foretaste of approaching bliss"^ — u:ho suggested 
that criminals were to ^^ rejoice in their crimes"- 
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that their offences qualified them for ^^ the society of 
angels ;" nor do I believe that such a '^ Methodistical 
teacher" ever existed, notwithstanding the bold asser* 
tions of Dr. Valpy and the Rev. the Archdeacon of 
Stafford. No, Sir: the charge of saying, " Peace 
peace," where there ought to be no peace, belongs to 
another order of men, with whom you are much better 
acquainted — men who do not hesitate to absolve from 
their sins the vilest debauchees in their parishes, 
and to administer to them, a little before their exit, 
(what has frequently been called a passport to heaven) 
the sacred emblems of the body and blood of Christ. 

But although I cannot admit without evidence that 
such '' Methodistical teachers" qyer existed, yet I will 
not deny that among the vast multitude of Methodists 
there have been some enthusiasts, who have formed a 
&lse estimate of their character, and have both spoken 
and acted extravagantly. But this' will no more prove 
that the Methodistical doctrine of inward feelings is 
dangerous, than that the doctrine of justification by 
faith is dangerous, because some ^^ turned the grace of 
God into lasciviousness," and said, ^^ Let us sin, that 
grace may abound." Nor can it with any more can- 
dour be traced to the influence of Methodistical teach- 
ers, than the treachery of Judas to the influence cf 
the Redeemer ; or the innumerable public executions 
of the members of the church of England to the in- 
fluence of the established clergy. 

The Bible, and not inward feelings, is the pole star 
of the Methodists : to this they ^' take heed, as to a 
"light shining in a dark place :" by this they try their 

G 
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feelings tvhetber thej aref of God : here they behold 
as in a glass the glory of the Lord, and are changed 
into the same image; and here contemplating the asto« 
nishing privileges of the dispensation of the Spirit — 
peace with God— joy in the Holy Ghost — the Spirit of 
adoptioki — the earnest of the inheritance-— communion 
lifith the Father and the Son— ^and a lively hope of a 
blessed immortality, they are by a gracious influence 
elevated to their enjoyment. Agreeably to the doc« 
trine of our Lord, hiaving done his vfiWj they know by 
blessed^tperience that the doctrine is of God. 

That the blessings of the dispensation of the Spirit 
tnay be increasingly enjoyed by Christians of every 
denomination, is the e&rnest prayer of, 

Reverend Sir, 

Your's in the cause of truth, 

J. STANLEV. 
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RSFSnSND SIR, 

It i^>pear8 that the ^^ filial doctrine of feelings*'. 
^•^ arose out of another erroneous opinion, in which the 
rival apostles :of Methodism (Wesley and Whitfield> 
agreed ; namely, their exaggerated opinion of the de«i 
pravity of human. nature. With them, a robber or a 
murderer was not at all worse than any other humaa 
being not converted to their mode of sainjtship. They 
spoke of human creatures in general, as if their Makev 
and Creator had been the Evil Spirit, rather than God. 
They interpreted the words of our ninth Article in 
their strongest and most harsh sense, as if every per** 
son born was worthy of the worst species of eter** 
nal punishment in hell."* Where or when they taught 
such opinions you have not condescended to inform us; 
but why you have not done so it is not for me to say t 
only I would just remark, that you either did or did 
not know that they had taught such opinions. If you 
knew that they had, why not quote, or at least refer to 
the passages in which they are taught? This would 
have been perfi^tly satis&ctory. But as you have not 
done this, the presumption is, that you were conscious 
of your utter inability to produce any such passage. It 
is but the too common practice of some writers to sub* 
stitute declamation for argument, and confident asser* 
tion for proof. 

» Page 20, 
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That they believed in the depravity of human nature 
their works abundantly prove, especially Mr. Wes- 
ley's celebrated Answer to Dr. Taylor's " Doctrine of 
Original Sin/' A work in which he demonstrates, both 
from scripture and matter of fact, that man is a fallen 
creature — fallen from knowledge and virtue ; that we 
are bom in sin and shapen in iniquity ; — that by na« 
ture we are children of wrath, and that the thoughts 
and imaginations of the hearts of the unregenerate are 
evil, only evil, and that continually. With the ninth 
Article he places human depravity, not in the '^ follow- 
ing of Adam," but in the radical corruption of human 
nature ; for out of the heart proceed evil thoughts^ 
murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness^ 
blasphemies.^ To assert that this is an i' exagge- 
rated" statement " of the depravity of human nature" 
is easy, but to prove it is quite another thing. That 
all have sinned the scriptures positively assert ; but 
if all have tinned, all are depraved. To deny thi» 
would be to admit the production of an effect without 
a cause ; which is a contradiction, and absolutely im- 
possible. . But if all are depraved, whence is this de- 
pravity ? We are sometimes told that we derive this 
moral contagion from without — ^from the example of 
the ungodly. But this will never satisfactorily ac- 
count for universal depravity. For if men become sin- 
ners through the influence of example oit/y, is it not 
remarkable that some (say five in an age) do not 
escape the general contagion ? Whereas none escape ; 

• 

♦ Matt XT. 19. 



LETTER V. 45 

for ^^ there is none righteous, no, not oke. Besides, 
if men become sinners through the influence of exam- 
ple onlj^j it will follow that they commit no sin which 
they have not known committed by others. For to 
suppose them guilty of any sin which they have not 
known committed by others, and at the same time to 
affirm that they are sinners by example onli/^ is a di« 
rect contradiction^ and consequently impossible : it i» 
equal to saying, they are sinners by example, and are 
not sinners by example at the same time. It seems 
utterly impossible to account for the universal preva« 
lence of sin on any other principle than the radical de- 
pravity of human nature. But let this be admitted| 
and we can at oiice trace universal criminality to an 
adequate cause. The fountain being impure, the 
streams issuing from thence must participate in its 
impurity. 

But it seems that ^^ their opinion of the depravity 
of human nature" was "exaggerated." In proof of 
which you assert that " with them a robber or a mur- 
derer was not at all worse than any other human be- 
ing ;" and that they spoke of the Creator of men as if 
he were " the Evil Spirit, rather than God." Yet you 
have not furnished your readers with a single passage 
in proof of either of these charges. And why ? The 
reason is obvious — no such passage exists. Mr. Wes- 
ley especially taught that by nature every roan is 
a child of wrath, — that from an evil heart proceeds 
evil works,' and that the soul that sinneth is exposed 
to eternal death ; or with the apostle James he declar« 
ed — " He that offendeth in one point is guilty of all." 



46 LETTER V. 

Yet he no where maintains that all are equally gmlij'^ 
or exposed to an equality of punishment. All have 
sinned, but not in the same degree. He taught as the 
seriptures do, that there are different gradations in 
Tice, and different degrees in punishment; but no 
where did he tedch that honeifit and benevolent men 
are as wicked as roUiers and murderers, or that tho 
punishment of a moral man, but who lives in the neg- 
lect of salvation, will be equal to that of Judas. He 
had read and believed that — ^^ that servant which 
knew his lord^s will, and prepared not himself^ neither 
did according to bis will, shall be beaten with ma/iy 
stripes : but he that knew not, and did commit things 
worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes. 
For unto whomsoever much is giv^n, of him shall be 
much required."* 

But, you say, he represented the Creator of men as 
an '^ Evil Spirit, ratheV thati God." 1 am sorry, Sir, 
that a Christian minister, more e^ecially a dignitary 
in the Christian church, should so confidently assert 
what is not only unsupported by the shadow of 
]proof, but is in direct opposition to the volumin- 
ous writings of that venerable man, which are in the 
possession of many hundreds^ if not thousands of the 
inbafbitants of this nation. It is true that he repre* 
sents the creature as evil, full of evil ; but, instead of 
ascribing that evil to the Creator, he affirms again and 
again that 

' • £vil pom God cannot proceed / ' 

* Lake xii* 47, 48, 
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and traces it to the voluntary and unnecessilaied trans^^ 
gression of man. Nor does be trace moral evil otilj^ 
but natural evil also to the same cause. ^' The world 
at the beginning," he says, " was in a totally dif-^ 
ferent state* from that wherein we find it now. Ob- 
ject therefore whatever you please to the present state, 
either of the animate^ or inanimate creation, whether 
in general, or with regard to any particular instances, 
and the answer is ready: these are not now as they 
were in the beginning. — He made no corruption, no 
destruction in the inanimate creation. He made no 
death in the animal creation, neitlier its harbingersy sin 
and pain. It was only 

Post ignem asl/ierea doma 
Subductuntj 

that is, in plain English, after man, in utter defiance 
of his Maker, had eaten of the tree of knowledge, that 

Mamies el mroa febrium 
Terns ineubuit cohors : 

that a whole army of evils, totally new, totally un- 
known till then, broke in upon rebel man, and all 
other creatures, and overspread the face of the 
earth." . 

Again he observes that " Evil did not exist at all in 
the original nature of things. All things then, with- 
out exception, were very good. And how should they 
be otherwise ? There was no defect at all in the 
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power of God, any more than in his goodness or wis-^ 
^om. His goodness inclined him to make all things 
good : and this was executed by his power and wis- 
dom. 

" God made man upright^ and every creature perfect 
in its kind, but msm found out to himself many invent 
iions ; and by his apostacy from God, threw not only 
himself, but likewise the whole creation, into disorder, 
misery, death."* 

Is this. Sir, representing the Creator of men as ^Hhe 
Evil Spirit rather than God f " Yet such was the 
manner in which Mr. Wesley uniformly spoke of the 
great Creator. 

What you mean by interpreting the " words of the 
ninth Article i» their strongest and most harsh sense," 
I do not understand. The title of the Article is descrip- 
tive of its character, and the article itself is expressed in 
terms so explicit and appropriate, that, be the doctrine 
true or false, nothing can be more obvious than that it 
teaches that the heart of every man born into the world 
is corrupt — naturally inclined to evilj and deserving 
God*s wrath and damnation. Thus it was u*hderstood 
by the founders of Methodism — thus it is understood 
by many of the clergy and laity of the church of Eng- 
land — thus it is understood by the orthodox dissenters, 
and thus also it is understood by those dissenters who 
deny original sin. How Socinian churchmen under-' 
stand and interpret this article I do not pretend to 
know ; but suppose they may explain it in its weakest 

* Wesley's Works, vol. 9. p. 140—142. 8fO. Edit* 



LETTER V. 49 

and most mild sense. Or what will be yet more 
complete^ reject its doctrine altogether, and subscribe 
it only as an article of peace. 

Mr. Wesley uniformly preached the doctrines of the 
church of England ; in proof of which I refer you to 
the 135 Sermons which are published in his works; 
and for preaching these doctrines yith much earnest- 
ness and plainness, and for no other reason , he was ^^ ex- 
cluded from the churches." Those, therefore, who 
excluded him were, to say the least, inconsistent 
members of the church of England ; and their ^^ prohi- ^ 
bitions" are, and will be reviewed with abhorrence, 
and severely censured by every true churchman ; that 
is, by every one who cordially believes and loves the v 
articles and liturgy of the church of England. 

But it seems they did wrong in " collecting congre- 
gations of their own from the bosom of other men's 
cures." Yes, this was robbery, downright robbery !!! 
Let us see how the case stands. England and Wales 
are divided, say, into 18,000 parishes, in each of which 
a clergyman is supposed to reside, for the purpose of 
performing spiritual cures. Some of these parishes 
contahi from 10 to 20,000 people, each of whom is ^. 
morally diseased, and needs the aid' of the parish spi- 
ritual physician. What can one man do in such a 
parish ? Were he as much concerned for the salva- 
tion of sinners as St. Paul himself, he would find it 
utterly impossible to attend to such a'number of cases. 
Hundreds, thousands of them must necessarily be neg- 
lected. But suppose the parish physician should hap- 
pen either to be ignorant of the state of the people^ or 

H 
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utterly unconcerned about them.*--Suppose that, in- 
stead of preaclting the word in season and out of season, 
and watching over his people as one who must give an 
account^ he were to spend his time at balls and assem- 
blies-^at theatres and masquerades — in the chase — on 
the race ground — or at the tavern ; then the whole 
parish, for him at least, must remain in their sins, and 
in constant danger of perishing for lack of knowledge. 
Now what I have supposed has in verj manj instances 
been the case. And shall the roan of God, who is 
burning with zeal for the salvation of his fellow sin* 
ners, refuse to administer counsel to these neglected 
and perishing souls, because, forsooth, he is not the 
person appointed to receive the parish tythes ? Such 
a sentiment is the legitimate oifspring of prejudice, 
and completely at variance with the benevolent spirit 
and design of the gospel of Christ. 

They, like you. Sir, believed themselves called of 
God to preach the gospel. Their commission was to 
preach the gospel to every creature. This commission 
they had from him to whom all creatures belong, and 
for whose salvation he had shed his blood*— and who 
had said — " One is your Master, even Christ ; and all 
ye are brethren."* In matters of religion they owned 
no other. Where they could, consistently with their 
duty to Christ and his church, they conformed to th9 
will of those whom you call ^^ their lawful and spirit 
tual governors ;" but where both could not be accom* 
plished, they never hesitated whether to obey God or 

* Matt, xziii. S« 
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mail. They acte4 like protestants. Luther, and all 
the reformers, acted on the same principle. But your 
argument is pq[>ery unmasked. To eonvince you of 
which, let us suppose that Dr. Milner, for instance, were 
attempting a defence of the church of Rome, in her 
conduct towards Luther and Melancthon, and the rest 
of the reformed ministers : Could he do better than 
adopt your language ? — " We deny then with reason 
the necessity which could urge Lutbek and Melanc^ 
TBON to preach such doctrines tis these ; and if they were 
excluded from the churches for preaching them, toe can* 
not in justice pass any censure on those (the pope, &e.) 
who issued the prohibitions. When they had been so ex- 
eludedj nothing could justify them, as men regularly or-* 
dainedi fo^ preaching without authority. Still less can 
any thing excuse them for collect^ffg congregaiions of 
their own from the bosom of other merHs cures, for form" 
ing new ordinances, (or what is much the same, modi- 
fying some old ones, and totally rejecting others) and 
a peculiar species of discipline, out of the church; and in 
direct defiance of the authority of all those (the pope, 
&c.) who were their lawful and spiritual govemorsi: 
Either the church of God (or which is evidently the 
same thing, the church of Rome) is something holy^ 
or it is not. If, as we (popes, cardinals, archbishops, 
and vicars apostolic) hate been taught to believe, the 
ecclesiastical authority of (popes and) bishops, be in 
truth derived from the appointment of Christ and his 
apostles, they who resist it, (and clergymen more parti* 
cularly) offend against the ordinance of God.^^''^ 

♦ Luke xi'u 47 f 48, 
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In your zeal against ^< Sectaries^' you bave exposed 
yourself to certain defeat by any Roman Catholic po- 
lemic, whenever he shall think proper to attack you. 
Indeed he may obtain the city without warfare ; for 
you have left it in pursuit of Wesley, Whitfield, and 
others, and in your haste have forgotten either to shut 
or guard its gates. He may walk in, sit down quietly, 
and rejoice in a bloodless triumph. 

You indeed admit that between these '^ enthusiasts," 
Wesley and Whitfield, and ^^ our Saviour and his in- 
spired and beloved followers," there is at least one 
^' strong point of resemblance ;" namely, Uineranct/. 
^' Our Saviour and his apostles went about preaching 
the gospel in public places ;"* so also did Wesley and 
Whitfield. Yet even this was wrong. It is very dif- 
ficult to please some gentlemen ; they 

^^ wiDce at c?ery touch : 
^^ You either do too little or too much." 

At one time we are told the discipline of the church 
of England ^^ is derived from the practice and appoint- 
ment of the apostles," and that ^^ no reasonable person 
can admit of a commission to disobey or disturb that 
discipline, under a less evidence than that of mira- 
cles."! And very soon after we are informed that 
Wesley and Whitfield were enthusiasts for strongly 
resembling the apostles. If they depart from the prac^ 
ticc of the apostles, they ^^ cease to be members of^ 

• Page 23, 24. f Page IK 
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Christ's body,** and ** incur a hazard, which every pru- 
dent, and much more every pious person, should be 
careful to avoid ;" and if they imitate that practice, 
they ^< assume the manner of apostles/' and in ^Hhe 
paroxysms of their enthusiasm" think themselves the 
subjects of a " divine call," Whether they db or do itol 
imitate the practice of the apostles^ they are equally 

wrong. 

The argument by which you attempt the demolition 
of itinerancy, will, if it prove any thing, demolish the 
church of England. " Did they ever read," you ask, 
^^ or hear, or understand, that our Saviour or any one 
apostle, constituted or designated itinerancy as a per- 
manent condition of gospel teachers? Is it not as cer- 
tain as historical testimony can make it, and even the 
witness of inspired history, that in all places, where 
converts were made, every apostle appointed fixed 
and settled ministers ?" And I ask, Did you ever read, 
or hear, or understand, that our Saviour, or any one 
apostle, constituted or designated the hierarchy of the 
church of England as a permanent condition of gospel 
teachers ? Is it not as certain as historical testimony 
can make it, and even the witness of inspired history, 
that in no place, where converts were made, did any 
apostle at any time appoint archbishops, deans, arch- 
deacons, &c. ministers in the Christian church ? It is 
also worthy of notice that whilst there is not the sha- 
dow of probability that any of these orders existed in 
the apostolical church ; we are sure there were itine- 
rants. 

Besides, Sir, in the Methodist itinerant are united 
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the offices of pastor and evangelist. He, it is true, 
preaches the gospel in a great variety of places : on 
an average, perhaps, to ten or twelve congregations 
in two years. Among these he preaches from six to 
eight times every week. He regularly visits the sick 
of the several societies under his care, besides many 
sick members of the church of England who, strange 
as it may seem, when they find themselves going the 
TDay of all fleshy not unfrequently send for him in pre- 
ference to their own ministers. In addition to which 
he converses with the several members of those socie- 
ties once a quarter, at least, on the subject of Chris- 
tian experience. As an evangelist, or missionary, he 
raises Christian societies; and as a settled pastor, he 
€difi>es the body of Christ. 

That the Redeemer's kingdom may be enlarged and 
built up by the united efforts of ministers of every de* 
nomination^ is the earnest prayer of. 

Reverend Sir, 

Your's in the cause of truth, 

J. STANLEY. 
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RETDREND SIRy 

• 

Haying already exceeded the limits wbich I had 
prescribed to mjself, I should have terminated my 
remarks with the last Letter : but on reviewing your 
charge, I perceived one point which I have not yet 
noticed ; a point which, though notoriously incorrect, 
and therefore not likely to injure any who are ac- 
quainted with the Bible, yet possibly may do harm 
to those readers who, unlike the noble Bereans, do not 
search the scriptures, to see whether the thing is so. . 

The point referred to is on page 28. " Did the truly 
inspired teachers," you ask, " ever thunder out hell 
and damnation to those who refused to be converted?" 
If they did not, they were unfaithful in the execution 
of that commission which they had received of the 
Lord. " Go ye," said Jesus, ** into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature; he that belie veth, 
and is baptized, shall be saved ; but he that believeth 
not shall be damned.^^* According to this commission 
they were bound to ^^ thunder out hell and damnation 
to those who refused to be converted ;" for to refuse 
to believe in Christ is, to all intents and purposes, to 
refuse to be converted. 

But although this commission is exceedingly plain, 
yet it seems that "neither the gospel, nor any other part 

* Mark xvi. 15,15, 
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of the scrlpturei gives us any example" of such kind of 
preaching. To the law and the testimony. What 
saith the scriptures ? " Woe unto thee, Chorazin ! 
woe unto thee, Bethsaida !" Why ? Because they 
** refused to be converted j" " for if the mighty works 
which were done in you had been done in Tyre and 
Sidon, they Mould have repented long ago in sackcloth 
and ashes.''* ^ These mine enemies, which would not 
that I should reign over them, bring hither, and slay 
them before rae."t " He that believeth on the Son 
hath everlasting life : and he that believeth not the 
Son shall not see life ; but the wrath of God abideth 
on him.''^ ^^ I said unto you, that ye shall die in 
your sins : for if ye believe not that I am //c, ye shall 
die in your sins."|| ^^ The Lord Jesus shall be reveal* 
ed from heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, 
taking vengeance on them that know not God, and 
that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ ; 
who shall be punished with everlasting destruction 
from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of 
his power."§ " For this cause God shall send them 
strong delusion, that they should believe a lie ; that 
they all might be damned who believe not the truth.''? 
'^ Except yc be converted, and become as little children, 
ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven."** 

To quote all the passages of scripture which directly 
or by the most obvious implication, " thunder out 

* Matt, xi. 2U + Luke xix. 27. J John iii. 36, 
U Johnviii.2l. § 2 Thess, i. 7— 9. f 2 Thcss. ii, 11, 12. 

** John xviii. 3, 
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hell and damnation to those who refuse to be convert- 
ed," would far exceed the limits of this letter. And 
as the apostles were not like those who corrupt the 
wordofGodf but spoke according to the divine oracles^ 
we majfairly conclude that, ^^ knowing the terrors of the 
Lord, they persuaded men," not only by the hope of hea- 
ven, but also by the fear of hell. The scriptures abound 
with a variety of motives to piety, admirably adapted 
to the different passions. One addresses our love — 
another our fear — a third our hope, and so on. And 
shall we with sacrilegious hands destroy either the 
one or the other of these ? God forbid. We need the 
aid of all. Let that be destroyed which you repro* 
bate, and, in the opinion of a late eminent man^ 
whose judgment you will respect, your labours among 
the multitude will in general be without effect. I 
refer to Dr. Johnson. On Boswell's making some 
observations on the success of the Methodists, the Dr. 
said, ^^Sir, it is owing to their expressing themselves in 
a plain and familiar manner, which is the only way to 
do good to the common people, and which the clergy- 
men of genius and learning ought to do from a princi* 
pie of duty, when it is suited to their congregations : 
a practice for which they will be praised by men of 
sense. To insist against drunkenness as a crime, be- 
cause it degrades reason, the noblest faculty of man, 
would be of noservice to the common people : but to 
tell them that they may die in a fit of drunkenness, 
and shew them how dreadful that would be^ cannot 
iail to make a deep impression."* 

* Bos well's Life of Johnson, vol. 1. p. 435. 8to. Edit, 

I 
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Let it not however be suppoged that the venerable 
founders of Methodism always deak in the terrible. 
No : thej taught ^^ every man in all wisdom." They 
varied their manner of teaching according to the sup- 
posed state of their hearers. Where the knife and the 
caustic were necessary, they used them; and where 
the Balm of Gilead was wanted, they poured it in. 
Now they were sons of thunder, then sons of consola- 
tion. At one time they would take their stand as on 
Mount Sinai, from whence they proclaimed the divine 
law, and pronounced the transgressors accursed ; and 
at another time they would stand as on Mount Zion, 
uttering the invitations and promises of the gospel. 
Nor were they ever more in their element, than when 
preaching '' the ^insearchable riches of Christ." Christ, 
and him crucified, formed the grand theme of their 
ministry ; and to win souls to Christ was their 
ceaseless object. And did they labour in vain ? Let 
facts speak — ^Let the hordes of miners in Somerset- 
shire, Staffordshire and Northumberland, who through 
their ministry were raised from the depths of moral 
and mental degradation, speak — ^let the conversion 
of thousands of the middle ranks of the community 
from sin to l^pliness, speak — ^let the increased atten* 
tion to religion which, in the last as well as in the 
present century, was visible both among dissenters and 
in the church of England, speak — let some of the 
best ornaments of the; Christian ministry, bpth in and 
oi|t of the established church, of the former as well as 
the present age, speah-^lei the prisoner^ the stran* 
ger^ the afflictecly and the dying, speak-^Ui thoa« 
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sands of Negroes in the West Indies, who, through 
the ministry of the Methodists, have been raised to the 
liberty and dignity of children of God, speak — ^let 
Benevolent Societies and Sunday Schools — spealc. 
Sir, the extent of their usefulness will never be fully 
known till the arrival of that day when every man's 
work will be made manifest : for the day shall declare 
it, because it shall be revealed by fire ; and the fire 
shall try every man's work of what sort it is."+ 

One thing more I must not omit. In the course of 
your charge, you very often remind your readers, that 
the clergy of the church of England are the successors 
of the apostles, on which you afiect to be very serious, 
and on which you plume yourself not a little. That 
which is a serious subject to some people, is a very 
ludicrous one to others.* If by a successor of the 
apostles you mean one whe follows the apostles in or- 

+ 1 Cor. iii. 13, 

* At the reformation, when Eni;Iand and Scotland separated them- 
selves, or made the great scKism from the Romish church, disputes ran 
high on the mode of governing the new societies, whether by presbyters 
without bishops, or by bishops with presbyters. The church of Kng- 
laiid contended, that the parent church retained the ancient mode of 
guveniment from the time of the apodtles, and bishops were conse* 
quently a sixu qua n»n in the church. They were also indispensa- 
bly necessary, because the priests and deacons could be inrested witii 
certain powers only by bishops, and these bishops could not confer 
that power, unless they had received the powerof conferring the power 
from mouth to mouth in regular succession down from one of the apos- 
tles. Unfortunately for the church of England, the only ladder by 
which she could climb to the throne of an apostle was in the posses- 
sion of the church of Rome, who in very civil language told her, that 
the ladder was indeed at Rome situated on a rock ; but, in somewhat 
rode terms, a-^sored her that she should never set her fo4it on the lowest 
step of it, unless she previously kissed the toe of his holines-;. On th« 
other hand, the kirk, under no concern abaut this ladder, enJea? ours to 
soothe her sister : my dear lady, says she, why do you so distress your- 
self about a trifle. Oon^t you refaemser, when we were girls, and 
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der of tiin6| why, so is every body of the present gene- 
ration. But if you mean, as no doubt you do, that 
clergymen, in virtue of episcopal ordination, are quali- 
fied for the ministry, and are their successors in office ^ 
vihy then you assert what I dare stake my salvation 
upon, neither you, nor archbishop Potter, nor £. Bar- 
wick, nor bishop Skinner, nor archdeacon Daubeney, 
nor any other Reverend, or Very Reverend, or Right 
Reverend, will ever be able to prove. Many popes 
and bisliops have been notoriously depraved men ; ^^ but 
unto the wicked God saith, What hast thou to do to 
declare my statutes, or that thou shouldst take my co- 
venant in thy mouth?*'* On supposition, therefore, 
that there were certain occult virtues in episcopal or- 
dination, by which a stream of ministerial qualities, 
(which has been running ever since the time of the 
apostles through the Greek and Roman, and all other 

livpd at home with this strange mother of ours, -we used to play about 
this ladder; but it was tit for nothing but child's play. You climbed 
hifi;her than I did, and one day %Qi two-thirds of the way up to the top. 
I shall never for|>;et it, as long as I live, for 1 strained my neck in look, 
ing after yon, and never expected to see you alive upon the ground 
again. On coming down, what an account you ^ave me ! At uue place 
teveral steps weie missing, at another there were only knobs on the 
side on «^hich you could scarcely lay hold er set your foot, and at lu^t 
you were so giddy, that you could not see whether tb* ladder reached 
to the top of the tower or not. The people too, who shewed this 
ladder as a curiosity, used to laugh in their sleeves, and to tell me 
privately, that they ii^ver knew any body get into the castle that way ; 
and it had been handed down to them, that the highest step in the lad* 
der was not within half a dozen yards of the top of the wall. Resides, 
though climbing ladders might do very well for a girl, only consider, it' 
you could now even get to the foot of the ladder, which is clearly iui- 
possiblf>, what a figure you would make half wav up in the air with your 
petticoats flying about you ? Really, my dear sister, you would be the 
lAUgh of (he whole oeighbonrhoud. 

Fren<p8 Letters to Bishop Prefi/man. 
^ Psalm 1. 16 
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episcopal churches) is usually commiHiicatcfd to minis- 
iters who are episcopallj ordained, which, by the way, 
I do not admit, yet it is in the highest deg;ree incredi- 
ble that wicked ministers, who are prohilj^ted by God 
£rom declaring his statutes, should be the medium of 
that communication. Now should this be the case, it 
will follow that every ordination of such a bishop, and 
of all his successors, is to all intents and purposes inva- 
lid. And if so, according to your views of the subject, 
their ministry is not only ineffectual, but they are in 
danger of sharing the fate of ^' U^ziah, thie Kohathitesp 
and Corah and his confederates."* 

From this view of the subject, in what an awful state 
of uncertainty must be the advocates for apostolical 
succession ? Without a divine revelation, it will be as 
easy to find out the different tribes of Israel among 
the present race of Jews, as to ascertain Who among 
the present race of ministers of the church of England 
are the legitimate successors of the apostles. The 
ilict is, the doctrine of apostolical succession is a 
luere fiction of popery, which has recently been adopt- 
ed by some of the English clergy, who, like papists, 
are desirous of confining salvation to their own com- 
munity. 

In conclusion. Sir, permit me to ask. Why are you 
so zealous against the sectaries ? What evil have 
they done ? Are they enemies to civil government ? 
No : they are good and loyal subjects, and give many 
proofs of their love both to their king and country. 

* Page 29. 
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Are thej enemies to religion and moralitj ? No : 
tliej are zealous, and, in thousands of cases, successful 
in promoting both. Are thej hostile to benevolence ? 
No : in general they are ready to every good work. Do 
thej envy the clergy of the church of England their 
tythes, and stalls, and mitres ? Not they. None of 
these things move them. They covet neither their silver 
nor gold, but wish to pass on their way without inter- 
ruption. They court — they desire no favour. Like 
Diogenes, when asked by Alexander the Great what 
he should do for him, they simply say — Stand out of 
our sunshine. 

Instead, Sir, of calumniating the sectaries, and en- 
deavouring to rouse the clergy against what you con- 
sider fanaticism, would it not be much better to di- 
rect their attention to the universal suppression of 
vice, which awfully prevails ? 1 can assure you that 
the inhabitants of your archdeaconry are very far from 
being " righteous overmuch/* On the contrary, they 
are, at least the mass of them, ^' overmuch wicked." 
But whether you will interest yourself in the sup- 
pression of vice or not, let me beseech you to abstain 
from calumniating the sectaries. If you think by oppos- 
ing them you shall promote the interests of the esta- 
blished church, you are under a strong delusion. 
^^ Refrain from these men, and let them alone : for if 
this counsel or this work be of men, it will come to 
nought. But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it: 
lest haply ye be found even to fight against God."^ 

» Acts T. 38, 39. 
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Sincerely praying that the zeal of Christians may be 
universally directed to proper objects; and that after 
the present shadowy state of existence^ in which diver- 
sity of opinion too frequently generates feelings which 
but ill accord with the benevolent spirit of the gospel^ 
shall have vanished away, they may all meet idi their 
Father's house^ where the voice of discord shall never 
be heard, 

I remain. 

Reverend Sir, 

Your's in the cause of truth, 

J. STANLEy^ 



I 



Lately published^ and sold by the same Author^ 

Sold also by J, Booth, Wednesbury ; Blanshard, 14, City 
Road, London ; Peart, Birmingham ; Maurice, Dadlcj ; 
and Lomax, Lichfield* 2nd Edit, Price Is. 

NATHAN NEWMAN'S 

'' MEJLIGIOM MUJ¥ WIJLJD,'' 

Sfc. Sfc. 
SERIOUSLY EXAMINED, 

IN SIX LETTERS, 

BY OB AD J AH: 



TO VHICH IS ADDED, 

A SPEECH, 

DELITERED AT THE FORMATION OF THE 

D UDLE Y A UXILIAR Y BIBLE SOCIETY, 

April, 1812. 





1 


r ^^J2H^r>^^^^ 


n 


\W 


^1 






MJ 


■ 





P 

;» 
**. 

r'. 


LB 1 


^^ ^J^P^^^-Vy^ ' ^'-^ '' 













